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Preparation

• Create a poster representing your school’s vision for social justice or how your school can become 

champions for social justice. 

• Decorate a candle to represent your school’s vision for social justice. 

• Place a world globe on a table with a cloth, the paschal or school candle and display of the poster. 

(Donations for CatholicCare could be placed in front of the table). 

• Choose songs for the theme. Some suggestions are included. 

• Choose a story for the first reading that reflects the theme. 

• Invite students to write their prayers of the faithful or use the prayers below.

• Create a PowerPoint presentation with students for visuals to accompany the prayer service. 

• Give students a night off homework after the service and insist it is to provide time for a family activity.

Welcome and Introduction

Leader: 

We gather to celebrate Family Week. In our families we have ways of showing care for each other. 

We are called to reach out to family members, neighbours, community members and people in our world 
who experience hard times. 

As we reflect on the words ‘Champions for Social Justice’ we pray for all people in our lives who love, 
encourage and care for us. 

Let us stand and sing, ‘We Are Called’ - David Haas.

Opening Prayer

Leader: 

Let us pray. 

God you care for us with never ending love. We praise and thank you. You sent us Jesus to show us how to 
love others. We ask you to fill us with a caring spirit. May our words and actions show care for others. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.

Prayer Service
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Reading

Reflections on Social Justice

Being cared for

Being cared for makes us feel safe and loved. Even when we feel like there is nobody around, there is always 
someone who wants to help. Everyone who helps us in some way cares about us. Everyone in some way is 
cared for. Being cared for strengthens us and gives us an aim to help others. Caring is like a circle, people care 
for you and you care for others. We Australians are so fortunate to be cared for by a community.
Without love and care in our world we would be lost and force others onto the same path. We would not be 
able to live without people who care.

Peace & Reconciliation

Peace can only come about when we learn to treat each other as brothers and sisters and recognise our 
shared vocation as children of God.

“Peace is not merely the absence of war; nor can it be reduced solely to the maintenance of a balance of 
power between enemies; nor is it brought about by dictatorship. Instead, it is rightly and appropriately called 
an enterprise of justice.” - ‘Gaudium et Spes’, Vatican II

True Community

“What is ‘true community’? The common good is reached when we work together to improve the wellbeing 
of people in our society and the wider world. The rights of the individual to personal possessions and 
community resources must be balanced with the needs of the disadvantaged and dispossessed.” - ‘Caritas 
Australia’

Prayer Service
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Scripture Reading

In the Gospels there are many reminders to be giving in our care for others.

John 13:34-35 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 John 3:17-18 
“But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees others in need and closes their hearts to them, how does the 
love of God abide in them? My children let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”

Response to readings

Leader:  As we light the social justice candle from our school candle/Paschal candle, let us   
   remember that our caring actions make a difference.

Leader:   We reach out our hands.

All:   Our hands are instruments of caring.

Leader:   We open wide our eyes.

All:   Our eyes see ways to care.

Leader:   We touch our ears.

All:   Our ears hear the needs of others.

Leader:   We move our feet. 

All:   Our feet walk towards those in need. 

Leader:   We rest our hands on our hearts. 

All:   Our hearts give out love. 

Leader:   We praise God who cares for us.

All:   Jesus shows us how to care. The Holy Spirit gives us the courage to care.

Prayer Service
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Prayers of the faithful

Leader:   Lord God, we join together in prayer to ask your blessing on our families, our school and  
   church community, our local and world community. 

Reader:   We pray for children everywhere that they will experience the care of family, friends and  
   the wider community.

All:   Lord, hear us. 

Reader:   We pray for parents, teachers and leaders. Enable them to be caring and compassionate  
   guardians of all those in their care.

All:  Lord, hear us. 

Reader:   We pray for children in our world who miss out on basic rights. We pray for courage and  
   generosity to reach out in care for them.

All:   Lord, hear us. 

Reader:   We pray that we know how to be active in care for others and so create a world of justice  
   and peace.

All:   Lord, hear us. 

Reader:   We pray CatholicCare’s tradition of caring for families will continue to make a difference to  
   many families.

All:   Lord, hear us. 

Leader:   Compassionate God, hear our prayers and guide us to follow Christ in all we do and say. 

Leader:   As we raise up ‘Our Champions of Social Justice’ candle let us ask for God’s blessing on  
   ourselves, our families and the people, especially CatholicCare who give us love and   
   support.

   May the Father and Creator bless us and protect us.

   May God’s Son, our Brother, teach us to be caring.

   May the Holy Spirit strengthen us to be champions for change. 

   We go now to spread God’s love and generosity as we sing.

Closing Hymn  ‘Prayer for Peace’ - David Haas or ‘Make me a channel of your peace.’

Prayer Service


